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INQUIRER’S JOURNEY: 

“To Build a Learning Community for all Globally Minded Life-Long Learners” 

BEM CALENDAR:  
 

Final Day for EDL/ 
Freedom School: 
Thursday, May 11th  

 
Transportation Forms: 

Due: Friday, May 19th  
 

NO SCHOOL Pre-K-12: 
Monday, May 29th 

Memorial Day 
 

5th-Grade Exhibition: 
Thursday, June 1st  

 
Track and Field Day: 

Friday, June 2nd  
 

Wooddale Fun Zone 
Skating Fieldtrip for 

Grades 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th: 
Friday, June 9th 

 
Last Day of School: 

Friday, June 9th 

Get Ready for 5 th-Grade 
EXHIBITION! 

 
Please join us at Benjamin E. Mays on 

Thursday,  June 1 st from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
for our 5th-grade Exhibition presentations!  

 
Every year, our 5th-grade students put a lot of research, critical 
thinking, and energy into their Exhibition projects. Based on 

interest around a theme, students work to answer questions, put 
together a presentation, and create an action plan to provide 

awareness about their topic. This year’s theme is: 
 

Transdisciplinary Theme: 
Sharing the Planet 

 
Central  Idea: 

Biodiversity maintains the 
interdependent balance of organisms 

within systems. 
 

Teacher mentors have been working with student groups around 
the school, and we can vouch for them: The Exhibition projects are 
starting out great! We welcome you to celebrate the hard work of 
our 5th graders, who will have researched their topics for months! 

Transportation Forms 
Due on May 19th  

 
Please make sure 

to fill out the 
yellow 

transportation form that was 
sent home this week. It is also 
available on the Benjamin E. 

Mays website. This form is due 
Friday, May 19th. 

 

Please Join Us for our BEM 
Pre-K and Kindergarten Open House!  

 
 

Date: Thursday, May 18th 
Time: 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

 
If you have incoming Pre-K and/or Kindergarten students for the 2017-2018 school year, this 
event is for you! Parents will have the opportunity to complete registration paperwork, have 

questions answered, and visit a Pre-K or Kindergarten classroom. 
 
 

We would like to extend a very 
enthusiastic Thank You to our 
wonderful families for all the 
treats that were brought in 

last Friday for Teacher 
Appreciation Week, as well as 
those who helped celebrate us 

in other ways! Our families 
are fantastic! ☺  



  

“To Build a Learning Community for all Globally Minded Life-Long Learners” 

Our Benjamin E. Mays 
after-school programs are 

coming to a close! 

A Note about Communication from 
Principal Morris 

 
Parents: Communication is a very important part of your 

child’s academic success. Communication between you and 
your child is essential to their growth. You want them to know 

that they can talk to you about school, which includes the problems or difficult 
situations they may be facing. When you have your talks, are you really listening? 

Answer yes or no to the questions below to find out: 
 
» Do you give your child some uninterrupted listening time every day when they 

come home from school? 
 

» Do you avoid interrupting your child when they are speaking to you? 
 

» Do you tell your child if you are unable to listen to what they are saying and set 
a time when they can have your full attention? 

 

» Do you ask questions if you do not understand what your child is saying? 
 

» Do you sometimes rephrase what your child has said to make sure you 
understand? 

 

How well did you do? Mostly yes answers mean you have strong listening skills. 
For mostly no answers, try the ideas listed in the questions you answered “no” to. 

Thank you for partnering with us for your child’s academic success. 
 

FUN FACT: 
The weight of all the ants on earth is equivalent to the weight of all the humans on earth. 

 
INSPIRATIONAL QUOTE: “Sometimes you will win. Sometimes you will lose. But 

every time you will have the opportunity to ask yourself, ‘What did I learn?’ If you 
always have an answer to that question, then you will go far.” — John Maxwell 

 
— Principal Kirk Morris, 

Benjamin E. Mays IB World School 

 

Cup Stacks are on SALE at BEM! 
 

Ms. Farley, our awesome gym teacher, is selling big (and 
mini!) Speed Stack cups, mats, and timers until the end of 

May! Each set comes with 12 Speed Stack cups and a 
holding stem. Colors vary. 

 
 Mini Speed Stack Cups: $10 

Regular Speed Stack Cups: $20 
Mat and Timer: $20 

Pro-Series Speed Stack Cups: $25 
 

If you can, take advantage of this 
great opportunity! 

Freedom School/EDL: 
 

We only have 1 more 
session of EDL/ 

Freedom School for the 
16-17 school year! 

Tomorrow is it!  
 

Thursday, May 11th  

Sankofa: 
 

May: 11, 16, 23, 25, 30 
 

June: 6, 8 
 

*One date will be added 
to Sankofa, TBD 

Thank you to everyone who has helped make 
these programs successful! 

This week we have been 
participating in the SPPS 

Wellness Week! 
 

Mindful Monday: 
Practicing gratitude has 

positive impacts on many 
aspects of our lives, such 
as boosting the immune 
system and having fewer 

feelings of loneliness. 
 

Try it Tuesday: 
Eating a variety of fruits 

and vegetables gives your 
body the vitamins and 

minerals it needs! 
 

Walk & Roll Wednesday: 
National Bike/Walk to 

School Day: Get out there! 
 

Taste Test Thursday: 
Today at school students 

can try zucchini and grape 
tomatoes. Encourage them 
at home to try something 

they’ve never eaten! 
 

Fit Friday: 
Physical activity has been 

shown to positively 
impact academic 

achievement and student 
behavior. Help make it a 

part of your whole 
family’s daily routine! 


